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State, killing ten police officers, a soldier, and
an immigration official.

Following this attack, the government des-
ignated the organization responsible, the
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), also
known as Harakah al-Yagqin, a terrorist group.

Security forces have responded with indis-
criminate force against the Rohingya commu-
nity.

Shamefully, security forces have razed en-
tire villages to the ground and have killed, tor-
tured, and raped civilians.

The United Nations has previously de-
scribed the October 2016 violence against the
Rohingya as ‘“crimes against humanity,” and
on September 11 the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Zeid Raad al-Hussein, re-
ferred to the current situation as “a textbook
example of ethnic cleansing.”

The government of Myanmar (also known
as Burma) has denied these accusations.

Instead, Myint Swe—a former chief of mili-
tary intelligence—said that “people from
abroad have fabricated news claiming geno-
cide.”

| am all too familiar with the instance of a
head of government denying his own shameful
actions by blaming an imaginary fake news
source.

The Myanmar government insists it is only
targeting “terrorists.”

With hundreds of thousands of Rohingya
fleeing, many of whom are women and chil-
dren, the government’s claim rings false.

The UN estimates that children make up
about 60 percent of the Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh.

Although Myanmar has refused to allow
international fact-finding missions into the
country, groups including the UN, Human
Rights Watch, and Amnesty International,
which interviewed Rohingya refugees in Ban-
gladesh, have documented atrocities com-
mitted by security forces.

| am proud to be on the right side of history
today, standing here in Congress, to speak
out on my support for these human rights or-
ganizations that fight against anti-democratic
governments that would go as far as backing
genocide.

——————
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Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Annie Jack-
son of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, who passed
away at the age of 99 on October 27, 2017.
Mrs. Jackson was born in Waynesboro, Geor-
gia and received her education in the Georgia
State School system. She held a variety of
jobs in her lifetime and retired from the
Broward County School System, where she
worked for over 29 years.

At the age of fourteen, Mrs. Jackson’s spir-
itual life began at the Third Chapel Church in
Midville, Georgia. She later joined and contin-
ued to serve at New Hope Baptist Church,
until her health began to fail. Married to the
late Mr. Jackson, Mrs. Jackson spent her time
ministering to the needs of her church, family,
and community.
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Mrs. Jackson led her family by example as
a strong Christian loving mother, and endless
server of her community. Fond memories of
her will forever remain with her son Rayford
Smith; her sisters Florence Smith and Mae Ju-
lian Smith; four grand-children; three great
grandchildren; two great-great grandchildren; a
great-great grandniece; her caretaker and host
of other relatives and friends.

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Annie Jackson will be re-
membered by the many people she touched in
her 99 years of life. She was truly a shining
star of the Fort Lauderdale community. | am
so grateful to honor her life and legacy. She
will be missed tremendously.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. LARRY
SPIKES
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Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank Mr. Larry Spikes for thirty five years of
dedicated service to the constituents of Kings
County.

A Central Valley native, Larry Spikes at-
tended California State University, Fresno,
where he received his Bachelors of Science
degree in Accounting in 1981 and later re-
ceived his Master’s degree in Public Adminis-
tration in 1992. He and his wife, Kristine, have
been married for thirty five years and have
three children, their son, Austin and twin
daughters, Madison and Taylor.

In 1981, Larry began his career at the
County of Kings as an Accountant before
transferring to the Administrative Office as
Deputy County Administrative Officer (CAO) in
1986. He served in that capacity until Novem-
ber 1993, when he was named County Admin-
istrative Officer.

In 1996, Mr. Spikes served on California
Governor Peter Wilson’s Trial Court Funding
Task Force on Court Employees and from
1997 to 2016, he served as the Representa-
tive for the California State Association of
Counties (CSAC) on the California Law En-
forcement Telecommunications Advisory Com-
mittee.

Additionally, Larry served as the President
of the County Administrative Officer's Associa-
tion of California from October 2002 to Octo-
ber 2003. In 2008, he was appointed as a
board member for the California State Asso-
ciation of Counties Finance Corporation where
he served until 2015. He was elected to a
CAO'’s position on the County Medical Serv-
ices Program Governing Board in 2012.
Today, Mr. Spikes is currently serving on the
Court Facilities Advisory Committee for Cali-
fornia Supreme Court Chief Justice Tani Cantil
Sakauye.

Outside of work, Mr. Spikes is a long-time
member of the Rotary Club of Hanford and
serves on the board of the Disabled American
Veteran’s Charities of Central California.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in commending Mr. Larry Spikes on
his retirement, for his service to the people of
Kings County and wishing him well as he em-
barks on the next chapter of his life.
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Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of David Weinsoff for his 12 years
of dedicated service as a member and Mayor
of the Fairfax Town Council.

After graduating from University of New
York at Binghamton with a bachelor's degree
in History, Mr. Weinsoff pursued a Juris Doc-
tor at the University of Bridgeport School of
Law (now Quinnipiac College School of Law).
Mr. Weinsoff has since built a distinguished
legal career prosecuting citizen suits under the
federal Clean Water Act, the California Coast-
al Act, and local government laws rep-
resenting the government and nonprofit agen-
cies.

In the mid-nineties Mr. Weinsoff relocated
from San Francisco to Fairfax, California, with
his wife and young child. In addition to build-
ing his private practice, Mr. Weinsoff deep-
ened his commitment to public service and the
environment through volunteer roles on the
Town of Fairfax Planning Commission, Marin
Municipal Water District's Watershed Citizens
Advisory Committee, and as a founding mem-
ber of the Fairfax Open Space Committee,
among others. And, after retiring from seven
years on the Marin Conversation League
Board, he continued to support the organiza-
tion as its legal counsel.

Mr. Weinsoff was elected to Fairfax Town
Council in 2005. Over the course of his 12-
year tenure, he would serve two terms as
mayor and vice mayor, as well as on a wide
array of community boards and organizations,
including the Marin County Flood Zone 9 Advi-
sory Board, the Ross Valley Fire Department
Board, and the Measure “A” Committee.
Known for his active leadership, the strength
of his convictions and his commitment to pub-
lic service, David’'s enduring contributions to
Fairfax and to Marin County will be felt for
years to come.

Mr. Speaker, David Weinsoff's service has
left many lasting and positive impacts on his
community, and | am certain he will continue
his public service in a variety of ways in the
days ahead. It is therefore fitting and appro-
priate that we honor him on the occasion of
his final town council meeting, and extend to
him our appreciation for his past—and fu-
ture—civic engagement.

————

VILLAGE OF MAMARONECK
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, We are fortunate
in New York’s 16th Congressional District to
have some of the finest first-responders any-
where in the country. Nowhere is that more
apparent than in the Village of Mamaroneck,
where the Village Volunteer Fire Department
has provided its citizens with courageous fire
protection for 129 years.

The Village of Mamaroneck Volunteer Fire
department is comprised of a highly skilled
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